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Our God truly does Reign here on earth and in Heaven!  I 
wanted to say “Thank You” for choosing and sending me 
as your district YWR to the National Convention in   
Portland.   
 

When I was told that I had been selected I thought “Oh, 
Great.  Why me?  Why not someone else?  Don’t put me 
in a group of teenagers and women.”  I’m one of those 
people who is not comfortable around lots of people    
especially lots of women whom I don’t know.  I didn’t 
want to leave my comfort zone.  Well, I guess God had a 
different plan for me. So, off to Portland I went, against 
MY better judgment. But when I got there it was a whole 
new story.  From the moment I stepped into the           
convention hall, it was WOW!!!!  How amazing!!  I had 
never seen so many women in one place. They weren’t 
bickering, arguing,  judging, or anything like that. They 
were just loving each other unconditionally. What an 
amazing experience.  They all wanted to Praise and Love 
our Almighty Father.  I can’t begin to say how thankful I 
am for this extraordinary opportunity.  Except to say,  
“THANK YOU, THANK YOU!”  
 

There was so much to do at convention starting with the 
opening ceremony, Bible Studies, singing, praying, voting 
for new missions, the  exhibits, servant activities and so 
much more.   
  
The YWR’s had dinner with President Jan Wendorf.  It 
was truly a delight to hear her talk about LWML and what 

she does.  She is such an inspiration. She gives an 
enormous amount of her time to LWML.  Just think  
how much more we could accomplish if we just spent 
a small fraction of our own time in  serving the Lord.  
 
I learned everyone needs a mentor.  I think it is very 
important to have someone else to look up to, to pray 
with, and to talk with. Young women and teens      
especially need a mentor.  Sometimes it is easier for a 
teen to talk to someone else besides their mom. I think 
we should all try to be a mentor to someone and help 
women to walk with God and grow in their faith. 
 
Women have a voice. Use it to encourage others and 
advance God’s Kingdom. In the words of Mary 
Hilgendorf “Speak up, YOU have something to say.” 
Let’s encourage each other to praise and worship our 
Lord.  Let’s invite more ladies to be active in our   
societies. Let’s see what God will accomplish through 
us. 
 
Let’s get out of our comfort zone and try new        
adventures, just like I did by attending the convention.  
Put your trust in the Lord and know He will not let 
you fall. 
 
Pray that more young women, and women of all ages, 
will take the opportunity to join a society, attend our 
District convention in Detroit next April and plan 
ahead for the National Convention in Peoria in 2011.   
 
Our God who Reigns will shower His blessings upon 
us as we step for the first time into the convention hall 
and experience the WOW! 
 
Thank you, thank you for sending me! 
 
God Bless.  And remember to always serve the Lord 
with gladness. 
 

Michelle Shuten, English District YWR  
Epiphany Lutheran Church in Dorr, Michigan  



 

 

“33rd Biennial LWML Convention—Look to the Hills... God Reigns!”  
                       Connie Johnson, President  
                      connieandbruce@msn.com 

��������t was great to see so many from our district at the LWML convention in Portland.  The English District was very 
well represented.  From the emails and notes I have received, this convention was a very inspiring experience for 

many of us that attended.  I know that several of you are sharing highlights and photos for this edition of the ACCENT. 
 
We were well represented by our YWR, Michelle Shuten, Corrine Compton, VP Christina Life who served as delegate 
at large and our Jr. Counselor Rev. Rick Mensing.  (Our Sr. Counselor, Rev. Dr. Keith Johnson was also in attendance.) 
 
What a blessing it is to have gifted servant leaders in our District.  Deaconess Sylvia Johnson, VP Christian Life 2007-
2009, played a large part in convention programming.  Marilyn McClure was elected to serve as VP Gospel Outreach 
for 2009-20013.  Deaconess Cheryl Naumann attended as a delegate from the Pittsburgh zone and was present to auto-
graph her new book  In the Footsteps of Phoebe a complete History of the Deaconess Movement in the Lutheran 
Church – Missouri Synod.  English District Bishop David  Stechholz and his wife, Janet, participated in the entire    
convention.  I am very proud to be a part of this “ Here I am Lord” District.    
  
The weekend prior to the convention, I was invited to address the English District LCMS convention body in           
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  I shared statistics about the English District LWML, presented information regarding our    
mission grants for 2008-2010 and invited all in attendance to learn more about the LWML by stopping by our booth or 
visiting our district and national web sites. When I had completed my presentation, our English District President 
Bishop David Stechholz, put a mite box on the podium and put a contribution in the box.  He explained that he has 
placed mite boxes around the district office to show their support and encouragement for God’s mission work through 
the LWML.  As I left the podium, the box was taken from me and passed around the convention hall.  We received   
donations in the amount of $217.19 to apply to our 3rd mission project.   It is a joy and a privilege to be a part of a    
District that is ABLAZE with the desire to spread the Gospel message to all people. 
 
In the last issue of the ACCENT, I asked you to pray for and support the mite goals chosen by you through your           
convention delegates on both the district and national level. Through your prayers and generous contributions, we met 
and exceeded our national goal.  To God be the glory!!  Here I am again, asking for your prayers and financial support 
for our district.  With only eight months to go, we are just past the halfway point in funding our mite goals.”               
WE NEED YOUR HELP!  These grant recipients are counting on us, now more than ever in these tough economic 
times. Consider a special offering, or a project for mites. Use the missions grant link on our District website 
www.englishdistrictlwml.org, and the mite calendar or mite devotions available on www.lwml.org.  Pray for the work 
of the LWML.  Throughout the decades, Lutheran women have stepped out in faith, setting goals and trusting God to 
move the hearts of His people to give generously to LWML to proclaim the Gospel. 
 
LWML President Janice Wendorf has shared her Vision statement with all of us this entire biennium.  It is so timely 
and appropriate.  I would like to share it with you again.  We are Lutheran Women in Mission who are…  
· In the Word - honoring a daily appointment with the Father and His Word 
· Of the Word  - made over by the Holy Spirit, forgiven and restored 
· Walking with the Lord – totally confident of Christ’s presence in serving and living    
 
President Jan and I invite you to make these words your personal commitment by adding “I am” in front of each phrase.   
 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and 
he will make your path straight.”  Proverbs 3:5-6 �  
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Go through the day with God, whate’er thy work may be; 
Where’er thou art - at home, abroad - He still is near to thee. 



 

 

“A Happy Heart” 
    Pat Gilde, Vice President Gospel Outreach  
 Patqlt@aol.com 

ACCENT Deadline: November 1, 2009.  
Please send current news, zone and 
society    reports, minutes, photos, etc. to: 
Cherie Voorhees 1305 Lower Ferry Rd. 
Trenton, NJ 08618 or Fax  to: 
609.896.0341 or send me an attachment 
through e-mail: voorhees@rider.edu 

Our Mission Goal  
for the 2008-2010 biennium  

is $15,000 
 
1. Amigas Ministry, Brazil, - $3,000.00 PAID  
 
2. Sierra Leone Evangelism Outreach                 
       - $2,500.00  PAID  
 
3. India School Project - $3,000 PAID  
 
4. Asian Indian Outreach, Pennsauken, NJ       

- $3,000.00 
 
5. Gambia Church Planting and Land         

Purchase, - $2,000.00 
 
6. Uptown Ministry Substance Abuse Program, 

Chicago, IL -  $1,500.00 
  

��� �� ��� happy heart makes the face cheerful..."           
Proverbs 15:13 

 
Many of you have returned from the convention in Portland 
with smiles on your faces and joy in your heart. What an 
uplifting and informative time for fellowship and learning 
anew about the LWML. 
 
One benefit received from our LWML conventions is that 
they make you smile. We have true joy that we can fill 
other lives with happiness when they receive the gifts we 
bring. What joy must come into their hearts upon seeing a 
quilt that was made for them; being able to have food for 
their children; hearing the Word and learning about Jesus.  
 
As your Vice President of Gospel Outreach I have made 
my first "youtube" video for you to gather information for 
use in sharing with your congregations on LWML Sunday 
or for any meetings you may have before that time. Just go 
onto "youtube.com" then type in LWML and it will be the 
third article down. 
 
Please use the material I have presented to learn about our 
mission grants and ways you all can participate in the 
LWML programs. My granddaughter Kara filmed this for 
me and when I first saw it I asked her to give me makeup, 
take away the wrinkles and make me smile. Naturally, I got 
an "lol" back.  
 
In the Parable of the Talents Jesus told the two men who 
gained more talents, to "come and share your master’s hap-
piness." Matthew 25:14. We have three misson grants we 
need to be paying during the next several months. It truly 
brings joy to be able to mail a check that will supply the 
needs of the recipient and to read letters of thanks telling us 
how much that money means to them. I would say that is 
sharing happiness.  
 
May our mite boxes be filled unselfishly, with joy, bringing 
smiles to our faces as well as others �  
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Strengthen yourselves  
so that you will live  

here on earth  
doing what God wants. 

I Peter 4:2. 



 

 

“It’s All About The Journey” 
      Sarah Reinstadtler, Vice President Human Care -  srein8@verizon.net 

��� �� ���s I think about our theme for the up coming English District convention in Detroit in 2010, “Beautiful Feet for 
the Journey”, Nahum 1:15a, I have to laugh.  My husband Jeff and I travel around the U.S. searching for light-

houses.  They are NOT at the end of the road! Most of them are not even off of the beaten path! It always gets to the 
point in our trip where it becomes about the JOURNEY!!!   
 
On our trip to the Upper Peninsula of Michigan we were searching for the 14 mile point lighthouse. I injured my foot a 
week before our trip and for some crazy reason (Love?) I didn’t have the heart to tell Jeff I couldn’t do the four hour 
hike, along the secluded and rough terrain of Lake Superior, to see the remains of the lighthouse.  So, I went on the hike 
and truly struggled the full four hours, with foot pain. I decided to sing, very loudly, songs from the LWML conventions 
I’ve attended to take my mind off my foot and to; 1) give me strength physically; 2) help me mentally; and 3) not  startle 
any bears, known to live there (The tracts we saw in the beginning of our hike gave us full warning bears were certainly 
in the area.).   
 
During the hike I couldn’t stop thinking of all the people wandering in the desert for forty years keeping their faith when 
they didn’t know were or when they would find the Promised Land.  They kept their eyes focused on God and he always        
provided for them.  When they took their eyes off Him they struggled. 
 
We too have our own personal journeys good and bad. We can keep our eyes focused on Him during these times that 
will make our wandering shorter, or we can focus on the pain, hurts, failures and rocky times which will make us go 
around the same mountain again and again. It’s up to us to find God’s path again. God gives us the road map in His 
WORD, the Bible. He shows us the way with Jesus as our Guide. And, He gives us strength through the Holy Spirit.  
The destination is the same for all of man kind and our salvation is paid for through Jesus our Lord and Savior.    
 
My feet were not too beautiful on our journey to the lighthouse but I know Jesus was with me the whole time—even 
when I sang so loud I scared every animal in the forest. After all, it’s all about enjoying the journey with Jesus as our 
Guide.�  
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The Steward’s Prayer 



 

 

 LWML NATIONAL CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS 
       Portland, Oregon June 2009         
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District Display District  Banner—Phil & Cherie      
Voorhees, Bishop Stecholtz,   

Rev. Keith Johnson & Shirley Holle 

Convention Hall Stage 

English District Delegates 
and attendees 

Helen Gienapp 
Past International LWML President 

Michelle Shuten, YWR 
Connie Johnson, ED President  

Gail Ardnt, Delegate 

District Presidents Delegates, Anita Wass & Deb Banks YWR’s from all Districts 

ED Delegates, Julie Sikora  
Corrine Compton & Cheryl Naumann 

Michelle Shuten, YWR 
Cherie Voorhees, Accent Editor 

Invitation to Peoria in 2011 



 

 

“3 DOWN AND 3 TO GO!”                          
              Elsiena Velazquez, Treasurer          
               elsienavelazquez@juno.com                  

��� �� ���ith many prayers, gifts and a serious decision, we have  
paid our 3rd Grant.  Many thanks to the Chicago Zone, 

Trinity Lutheran, Villa Park, IL., Concordia, Berwyn, IL., Martin  
Luther Chapel, Pennsauken, N.J., and a special collection from 
the EDLCMS Convention for their generous gifts.  We have three 
more grants to pay by the end of March, to finalize our pledge to 
missions. 
 
Now, with a small bank balance, we will begin to make final 
plans for the convention in Detroit this coming April.  As the end 
of summer approaches, I hope our mite giving will increase to so 
that we meet all our goals.  With this in mind, let us trust in the 
Lord’s help to support our Mission Grants with our prayers and 
monetary gifts.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to call me at 
(520) 731-9475 or write to me at: Elsiena Velazquez—2121 S. 
Pantano Road #326, Tucson, AZ 85701—520-731-9475 �  

“So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled 
with joy…”  Matthew 28:8 
 

��� �� ���e was my cousin’s fiancé.  A dedicated Christian young 
man, he was serving as adult youth counselor for my 

cousin’s congregation.  He was returning from a youth outing 
with five members of the youth group with him in his car.  Sud-
denly, all of the promise, all of the hope of a life together, all the 
dreams of my cousin, of both families and a congregation were 
shattered.  A car of young people who had been consuming alco-
holic beverages struck his vehicle head-on.  The medical report 
indicated that he and the others who were killed died instantly. 
 

The pain of such a loss is immense.  No parent expects to outlive 
their child.  No fiancé expects to lose their future spouse before 
the wedding even takes place.  There are no words of earth that 
can convey comfort.  “It was for the best” is a mockery.  “We 
can’t understand these things” is obvious.  No, there are no 
earthly words that provide peace in such a time of tragic and pas-
sionate mourning. 
 

What can be said?  The words of the Resurrection morning text 
say it best.  “So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid 
yet filled with joy.”  Jesus met them and said, “Don’t be afraid.” 
 

Every human being has left a grave with fear in their heart.  The 
grave is the ultimate unknown for people in this earthly realm.  
But to leave a grave with joy, that is unusual. 

There is only one Person Who can give that emo-
tion, a risen from the dead Jesus.  A risen Jesus 
tells these parents, this fiancé, all of us, death is not 
the end.  A risen Jesus says, “It is God’s will that 
your children, your loved ones, your parents, sons, 
daughters, fathers, mothers, grandparents live.  Be-
cause of what I have done in My passion, through 
the grave of death and risen from it, they do live!”  
A risen Jesus says to these families (and all of us) 
that they need not be afraid. 
 

Death is not God’s will for anyone.  Death is pre-
sent because sin entered the world and infests each 
of us.  Christ conquered sin, taking on Himself its 
punishment and He also conquered sin’s wage, 
death. 
 

No one knows when death will come.  No one 
knows whom it will strike next.  No one knows 
what terrible tragedies will arise. 
 

One thing is certain.  Jesus understands our pains 
and our losses.  He will deliver those who trust in 
Him for He is the One Who was dead but now is 
alive forevermore. 
 

Sharing the joy of the risen Jesus and encouraging 
you to do the same.�  

  “God’s Passion to Show a Living Son” 
              Pastor Rick Mensing, Junior Counselor 
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